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schoolfellows or others. This virtue was daily more and more perfected
in him as he advanced in the victory over himself. A certain priest who
took delight in finding fault with his actions he kept constantly in his
family, treated him with .the greatest regard, and in his will left him a
pension for life upon his estate. The saint's tongue was always the inter-
preter of his heart; his candour and sincerity appeared in all his words and
transactions, and his promises were inviolable. The confidence which every-
one on this account reposed in him showed the incomparable advantage which
a character of strict sincerity and veracity gives over lying and hypocrisy,
which the saint could never bear in anyone. He refused dispensations
and grants which seemed unjust with invincible firmness, but with so much
sweetness as to make the parties themselves enter into his reasons.

The management of his temporalities he left entirely to stewards of
approved probity and experience, whose accounts he took once a year.
To inspire his clergy with the love of holy poverty, he severely reproved
even bishops who discovered a spirit of interestedness; and he used to
repeat to them the prayer of St Austin, who often begged of God that he
would take from his heart the love of riches, which strangely withdraws a
man from the love of God, and alienates his affections from spiritual
exercises; certainly nothing can be baser in a minister of the altar, or
more unworthy and mere contrary to his character, than that foul passion.
When others told him he ought to have a garden at Milan to take the air
in, his answer was that the holy scriptures ought to be the garden of a
bishop. If any spoke to him of fine palaces or gardens he said, We ought
to build and to think of eternal houses in heaven. His chief almoner, who
was a pious priest named Julius Petrucci, was ordered to give among the
poor of Milan, of whom he kept an exact list, two hundred crowns a month,
besides whatever extraordinary sums he should call upon the stewards for,
which were very frequent, and so great that they were obliged to contract
considerable debts to satisfy them, of which they often complained to
St Charles, but could not prevail with him to moderate his alms. The
saint would never suffer any beggar to be dismissed without some alms,
wherever he was.

Hospitality the saint looked upon as a bishop's indispensable duty,
and he was most obliging and liberal in entertaining princes, prelates, and
strangers of all ranks, but often at the table at which his upper family ate
all together, and without dainties or luxury; and he endeavoured as much
as possible to conceal his own abstemiousness; of which he would not
suffer the least sign to be given or notice taken, everyone being free to
eat as he pleased at his table. His liberality appears in many monuments
which yet remain at Rome, Milan, and in many parts of that diocese.
The Church of St Praxedes, at Rome, which gave him the title of cardinal,
was magnificently repaired and almost rebuilt by him. He adorned the